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Course Description and Objectives:  This course will introduce students to the interactions of demography and economics.  There are many areas where the two fields overlap.  This course will provide a way of economically thinking about and understanding the economic consequences of demographic processes like fertility, mortality, marriage, and divorce.  For example, we will consider the following questions in this course: What has economic growth done to the way that families function?  Why are people today having fewer children than in the past?  Is being a teen mother really bad for both mother and child?  Who should you ask out on a date if you want to maximize your happiness?  As more women work outside of the home, what does that do to power dynamics in families?  Why are there more divorces now than in the past?  How long will our grandchildren live?     
Course Logistics: The prerequisite for this course is Econ 200.  If you have any concerns because you have not met all of the prerequisites, please see me as soon as possible.  The course meets in XXX Page Hall on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11:30 AM to 1:18 PM.  My office hours are Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 2 PM to 4 PM in 425 Arps Hall, or by appointment.  I will also be available for brief chats immediately after class on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  I can be reached by phone at 292-0762, or by email: logan.155@osu.edu.   Also, course announcements will be posted on the course website-- I expect every student to consult it regularly throughout the term.  There is no textbook for this course.  Most readings for this course are available on the course website (http://econ.ohio-state.edu/trevon/courses/Econ553), and readings not available in electronic form are in a course packet which you may purchase at Grade A Notes (appx. price: $XX, address: 22 E. 17th Ave., phone: 614-299-9999).  In addition, all the readings are on reserve at the Main Library.
Class attendance is very important for doing well on exams; material is presented in lecture that is not included in the readings, and you will be responsible for knowing it.  Each class meeting will contain a lecture and periods of discussion.  The lecture will present some of the general themes underlying the selected topics and readings for that class meeting and will highlight the substantive facts and models underlying the issues.   The discussion will be your opportunity to share your ideas on both the readings and their subject matter.  To that end, it is very important that you do the assigned reading for that class meeting.  Although not a strict requirement, I do expect every student to participate in the discussion in some way throughout the course of the term.  This does not mean, however, that you have to speak in every class—the quality of your contribution to the discussion matters much more than the quantity.   
Evaluation and Grading: There will be one midterm examination, tentatively scheduled for Thursday, April 31 and a cumulative final examination on Wednesday, June 8.  All exams will include both short answer and essay questions.  I will hold extra office hours and/or review sessions before the Midterm and Final exam.  Grades for the course will be based on the midterm exam (30%), the final exam (40%), and your reaction papers (2 papers worth 15% each).  There will be no make-up exams.  If you miss the midterm exam with a valid excuse (which must be accompanied by proper documentation) the final exam will count as 70% of your grade.  Failure to take the final exam without a documented excuse will result in automatic failure in the course.  
Academic Misconduct: The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Plagiarism is a serious academic offense that threatens the integrity of every academic institution.  Cheating on exams is not only dishonest, but injures students who have been honest with their exam taking.  It is very important for you to understand my obligations as a professor in this regard.  I am obligated, by University rule (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487), to report any and all alleged instances of academic misconduct to the Committee on Academic Misconduct, and will do so if I suspect that any student has committed academic misconduct.   

REACTION PAPER ASSINGMENT
Every student in the course will complete two short reaction papers (anywhere from 1 to 3 double spaced pages in length) that give your reasoned reaction to one of the more controversial readings in the course.  These papers must be a reaction papers --you cannot simply review the paper and then issue an assessment.  You will have to think hard about the paper and then justify why you agree or disagree with the author and why.  For example, you may take issue with an assumption that the author makes, you may think that the author is leaving out some relevant issue, you may think that the author is conflating two issues, you may not agree with the statistical analysis, etc.  Be sure to include what issues this paper made you think about and why, and also note if this paper made (or didn’t make) you change your mind on a particular topic.  If you are not sure that what you are doing constitutes a reaction paper, please ask.  
In the course reading list, you will note that certain papers have a “##” next to them.  These papers are the papers eligible for a reaction paper.  As you will see, there are many choices.  Reaction papers for a particular article are due one week after the article is assigned for class lecture and discussion.  In other words, if an eligible article will be discussed on Tuesday, then the reaction paper to that article will be due the following Tuesday.  Although you have a choice of articles, you only need to write two reaction papers for this course.  

NOTICE TO STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disabilities Services should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs so that they may be accommodated in a timely manner.  Similarly, if you need access to this syllabus or other course materials in a different format please see the instructor as soon as possible.
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